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THOMAS L. FAWICK MEMORIAL COLLECTION IS ON VIEW IN YEAR IN REVIEW EXHIBITION 

Twelve works of art were acquired by The Cleveland Museum of Art in 1979, 
in memory of the late Thomas L. Fawick, the Cleveland inventor and industrialist. 

Ten were purchased with funds realized by the sale last year at auction of 
Mr. Fawick' s private collection of art and antiques. These, added to two 
bronzes selected from Mr. Fawick's holdings, constitute the Thomas L. Fawick 
Memorial Collection which can be seen in The Cleveland Museum of Art's Year in 
Review show, February 13 through March 9, an exhibition of the Museum's 1979 
acquisitions . 

An oil painting by Francois Boucher (1703-1770), a secretary attributed to 
Bernard Molitor (b. 1730), and a seventeenth-century marble bust of a man highlight 
the works acquired with the Museum's share of the $1.5 million from the auction. 

The proceeds were split between the Museum and Baldwin-Wallace College, with the 
Museum using its two-thirds share to purchase significant works of art in those 
areas nearest to the artistic interests of Mr. Fawick- -European art of the baroque, 
rococo, neo-classic, and romantic periods (the seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth centuries) . 

The large Boucher canvas — it measures nearly eight feet high by seven feet 
wide--is entitled Fountain of Venus and dates from 1756. It depicts a sculpture 
of Venus receiving a prize for her beauty from Cupid atop figures of Tritons and 
a spouting fish. Water flows around the base of the baroque fountain, and all 
is set in a rustic surrounding in front of a masonry wall. Boucher, the leading 
court painter of mid-eighteenth-century France is known for his mythological subjects. 


(more) 
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The fall-front secretary attributed to Bernard Molitor is stylistically 
a Louis XVI piece and was probably made in the last decade of the eighteenth 
century. Molitor was German by birth but worked in Paris, where he reached 
the status of master cabinet maker a few years before the Revolution. Constructed 
of plum pudding mahogany with ormolu mounts and a marble top, it is a beautiful 
piece of craftsmanship. The mounts are particularly striking and give the piece 
a sense of grace and lightness . 

The larger-than-life-sized bust on an as yet unidentified man, probably by 
Ercole Ferrata (1610-1686), is a splendid example of the Italian baroque marble 
portrait bust. Ferrata was one of the most notable of Bernini’s immediate 
successors, and the subtle rendition of the varied textures of flesh, hair, brocade, 
lace, and heavy silk are particularly well carved. 

The single largest number of works collected by Mr. Fawick were made in bronze 
and two of those were acquired by the Museum. One, Woman with a Veil , is by Jean- 
L^on G^rftme (1824-1904) and the other. Dawn , by Gustave-Joseph Cheret (1838-1894). 

The works in the Thomas L. Fawick Memorial Collection are: 

Fountain of Venus , an oil painting by Francois Boucher, French (1703-1770) 

Fall-front secretary, attributed to Bernard Molitor, German (b . 1730) 

Bust of a Man, a marble bust probably by Ercole Ferrata, Italian (1610-1686) 

A marble statue of Napoleone Elisa Baciocchi by the sculptor Lorenzo 
Bartolini, Italian (1777-1850) 

A marble half-length bust of a Bacchante by Jean -Baptiste, called Auguste 
Cl^singer, French (1814-1883) 

Dawn , a bronze statue by Gustave-Joseph Cheret, French (1838-1894) 

Woman on a Horse, a bronze statue by Jean- Jacques Feuchfere, French 
(1807-1852) 

Head of a Philosopher , a bronze head by Vincenzo Gemito, Italian (1852-1929) 

Woman with a Veil , a bronze statue by Jean-L^on G^r^me, French (1824-1904) 

A large porcelain Sevres vase with a portrait of President MacMahon 
by Alfred-Thompson Gobert, French (1822-1894) 
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The Citizen , a terra-cotta study of a nude seated man by Jean Baptiste 
Pigalle, French (1714-1785) 

A portrait of Sophie Guillemette, Grand Duchess of Baden by Franz Xavier 
Winterhalter, German (1805-1873) 
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